WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND?

and sovereignty') would be either a hotbed of futile
political gerrymandering, or become as unreal as the
Holy Roman Empire at its worst.

To get anything done, anything decided, any rules
established, any real government of the world at work
through our very precarious experiment of the
League, every unifying organ must be developed to its
utmost. To discard one which has operated for nearly
two hundred years, In order to give a 'moral satisfac-
tion' to aspirations which, however human and excus-
able, are not in the last analysis moral because they are
not socially workable, is surely to head for tragic
failures under the flourish of high-sounding slogans,

Lincoln, the great democrat, fought for democracy
by denying, in his forcible coercion of a people who
resisted him, the very principle of government by con-
sent which he proclaimed. It required something
more than a flourish of slogans to arrive at the convic-
tion that to compel a people by force to remain under
a government which they hated and repudiated was a
necessary course for the preservation of government
'of the people, for the people, by the people'. He
appealed from the mere superficial inconsistency to
the fundamental reality. He, too, fought for a unity,
without which, he felt, free human government could
not survive.
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